NIVIUK ARTIK 5

This sports class EN C wing is made for flying XC with confidence, says Malin Lobb
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1. Leading edge

1. Mizinel rads, net plastic

3, The rizer set, with comfartable rear-riser handles
4, Clean sharknose

5. Mirwribs, 38q cloth an the 1op srface, 329
undersurface

6. Speed systenn with bmiter

MANUFACTURER'S
SPECIFICATIONS
Mirviuk say: “Cutting-edge Miviuk te
and an innovative design will tran
flights into unique expenances.”
Use: Cross-country and serial racing
Pilat level: Sparts cass and abaove
Sizes: 12, 24, 26, 24

Flat area: 222, 24.0, 263, 20.8
Certified take-off welght (kg): 60-B0, 75-95,
0110, 105-125

Glider weight (kg): 4.3, 4.7, 5.0, 53
Cells: 56

Flat aspect iatio: 6.3

Certification: EM C

niviuk.caom
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Niviuk's competition class Icepeak 8 Seeing
it again reminded me how much [ liked this
technology,

Drespite the higher cost involved, Niviuk
use Mitinol on a whole range of gliders
including their EM-B, the lkuma, and even
their single-skin mountainwing. Miviuk say:
“The addition ef Mitinol rods in the profile
has the immediate result of substantially
reducing the overall weight of thig wing by
about 13%.,

“Mitinol also has twowery specific
properties: shape memory and super
elasticity. The flexible rods always regain
their functional optimal shape, even after
Light bending, no wrinkles or residual
mechanical alterations affect their integrity”

In my opinion it is a shame that other
manutacturers dont follow suit, giving the
consumer inferior nylon simply to save on
production costs,

On launch

The launch took me by surprise, Poised and
veady to catch an aggressive inflation from this
racing thoroughbred, the glider came wp quite
slonly considering the amount of wind, and

needed very livtle management. The fact that
it is easy to launch in stronger wingsisa great

characteristic if vou are moving i a class,
In lighter wind it takes more effort and

hangs back a bit. In these light conditions

I woutld gake allof the As and not just

the centre-As to lawnch, but thisdis a

warthy trade off for its goad stroag-wind

characteristics.

In the air

The glider's pitch stability really impressed
mee, biting into lift, converting energy in
turbulent air into lift really efficiently.

This is a strong point for the Artik 5;its a
characteristic [ am wsed Lo on comp wings
but it was nice to see this witchcraft bleed
down to the C category.

For averall performance of a wing [
cannaot stress enough the importance of
this characteristic: whether on a long glide
or thermalling etficiently converting every
bump into lift is going to keep you floating
above your tellow flying friends.

The overall feel in the air is very
comfortable, It may be too dampened for
some pilots but [ think for the majority of

the target market, those who want to extend
their hours in the air and flv long XCsitisa
geod thing to not have all your bandwidth
sucked up by a nerveus glider,

This dampened feel was present in roll as
well: flattening the turns led to efficiency in
light litt bt im punchy strong cores it took
a little more brake and weightshift than [
wiould have liked,

The brakes felt soft at the start getting
harder relatively quickly, with a slight
forgiveness at the fiest part of the brake
range, They give enough feedback and have
low enough pressure that they are not going
to tire you out on a long flight.

The C-handles are not connected to the Bs
so are light in pressure to use, but bend the
profile leading to inefficiency, although they
do give a good feel for the wing on bar which
Is the main thing, I'm net much of a fan of
the D-shape fabric handles, I much prefer
a solid tee-bar but vou don't often see them
in this level of glider probably due to them

tangling with vour lines on launch, This is of
course as much a personal preference as it is
& usability issue,

Conclusion

I found in the Artik 5 a glider that is more
durable, but lighter than its competitors, in
the mid- to low range in terms of ease of use,
but right at the top in terms of performance,
with easy strong-wind launch characteristics.
I'm not sure you could ask for much more
from a sports class glider.

1 was really impressed at how much
performance is now available with such
usability and comfort, | wish I could have
had some more time on it as the weather
didn't allow me to attempt any long XC,

And that's the thing really: my parting
thought was that this is the type of
confidence-inspiring wing that makes
you want to take it on a six- or seven-
hour flight; it made me want to fly it
mare, for longer. @

& OH WALKABOUT

T ot s you could agk for more in a sports
clazs glider.” The sase of usability combined with
top parformance and easy strang-wind launch
characteristics is impressive

Phota: Miviuk

Malinkobt I

Palin Lobb teaches 5% and cross-country fling
with Flyeo in Annecy, France and is a reqular on
the Paragliding World Cup circuit. He flew the
Artik 5 For six howrs on XC and 51V in Annecy
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